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You cannot teach a hungry child

Or one that has not slept.

You cannot teach a worried child

or one who has just wept.

They come to school with their life

written upon their faces.

We do not know even half the strife

that has left those open traces.

So we forget the books for a while

And we give them something else.

Some kind words, a joke, a smile

to help them forget themselves.

[image: image2.wmf]Then when the frowns begin to smile

and sad eyes begin to shine

that is when you may reach a child

and help him feed his mind.

